Italy celebrates its Anniversary at Dar Al Assad
The Italian Ambassador in Syria, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Culture and Dar Al Assad for Culture and Arts
invited the diplomatic delegations in Damascus and the music
lovers to attend an Italian Gala Concert given by the Syrian
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by its conductor Nahel
Halabi and the Italian guest conductor Carlo Magni, with the
participation of the Italian soloists: Silvana Tomei, soprano,
Annamaria Diroma, flute, David Righeschi, tenor, Antonio
Cama, piano, and the Syrian Kamal Skeker, oud. The Drama
Theatre was full with enthusiastic and happy audience that also
filled all corridors and pathways. The Italian Ambassador
welcomed the audience in a short word, then the Syrian String
Philharmonic, with its conductor Nahel Halabi, appeared and
were greeted by the audience. They played A. Vivaldi's
Concerto for flute in D major, Op. 10/3. This is one of the
earlier works of the immortal Italian Bach. In fact the Great
Bach was much impressed by Vivaldi's great works and had
transcribed some of them. Both flutist and orchestra gave a
refined and ecstatic interpretation of this work and had a high
ovation from the audience. Now, followed four items from the
great G. Puccini: first "Un bel di vedremo" sung by Miss
Silvana from Madame Butterfly. The young soprano gave a
fantastic performance of this aria and was received by a very
high applause and enthusiasm from the audience. Second
appeared the domineering David Righeschi and sang "Nessun
dorma!" from Turandot. This powerful and resounding tenor
was received by even more thrilling ovation, shouts of ecstasy
and joy by a happy audience. It was quite clear that Damascene
audience highly appreciate and enjoy the great Italian operatic
heritage. Now the pianist Antonio Cama played "Intermezzo"
from Manon Lescaut and was joyously received. Now both
singers sang "Mario!Mario! Mario!" from Tosca and the
audience responded with overwhelming ovation and cheers.
These Puccini moments were unforgettable indeed for
Damascene audience including the writer of these words. Now
K. Skeker, oud, played with the orchestra, conducted by the



guest Carlo Magni an Oriental piece entitled "Tahmil Ajam"
which made a change. Now Maestro Magni, the Soprano and the
Philharmonic performed "Ideale" by the Italian F. P. Tosti
(1846-1916) a rich aria in emotion and melody. After it, David
R. sang S. Cardillo's (1874-1947) " Core Ingrato" A bel canto
that proved that modern Italian composers are preserving the
same high niveau of the ever acknowledged Italian Operatic
singing. The hall was roaring with ovation and cheers. Then,
both singers sang the world famed Funculi funcula / O sole mio
and received unprecedented ovations and cheers. It was quite
clear that Damascene audience are most responsive to great
operatic art and ,therefore, are eager to enjoy attending a full
opera in Damascus Opera House. This unforgettable music
evening ended with both singers and orchestra, conducted by
Magni too, sang both the Italian and then the Syrian National
Anthems. There were more roars of applause, of cheers and of
joy that proved how much great Italian Operatic heritage affects
all sensitive human beings worldwide.

Dear Italian musicians. Thank you very much for an exceptional
and unforgettable Gala Operatic Evening. Greetings and good
wishes to Italy: the cradle home of great Operatic creations that
form a great heritage and asset to All Humanity throughout ages
and centuries.

Dr. Sadek Pharaon  s.pharaon@echo-sada.org
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